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ha*  ban  appealed  bjr  goveni- 
moBt  lawyora  who  arKoe  the 
aOoaiaiice  rinuld  be  upheld. 
Tbe  appeal  will  be  beiM  bgr 
tbe  Sevndi  CSreuit  Court  of 


Ai^ini  transferred  to  new  ward 

TllWilM.  *— I—  wd  iBMi  CeoMr  for  Law  aad  Juatke  ti  i  ataaawt  Paotor  Saead  ia 
lipartal  -  flMiibiar  paa-  (ACU)  in  Waihimtn,  D.C.  now  lecehriiic  better  Mala.' 
torSnad  «NdW.  held  laa  aaid  Jan.  is  lha  Imian-  Abed^  an  American  of 
brutal  M- Amarican  laator  reaaaiaa  Iranian daaeenL«M anufoad 
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Making  prayers  effective 

Wbat  makes  pr^rer  effective? 

It  i  the  number  of  words,  oar  . 
tor,e  of  voice,  or  bow  many  / 


Wbat  makes  pnyet  effective? 

Is  i  the  number  of  words,  oar 
tor,e  of  voice,  or  bow  many 
people  hear  us  pray?  James  5:16  says. 
Therefore,  confess  your  sins  to  one 
snotber,  and  pray  f<w  one  another  so 
that  you  may  ne  nealcd.  The  effective 
prayer  of  a  righteous  man  can  accom¬ 
plish  much.*  ... , 

What  exacdy  is  an  effective  prsym  Me? 
While  not  exhaustive,  the  following  list  of 
essentisls  win  help  us  as  we  seek  to  have 
effective  prayer  lives  in  this  new  year 

■  Be  (dean  before  God.  James 

considers  confessiiw  sin  a  prerequisite 

to  praying  effectively.  Ri^teonr  means 

to  fc  right  with  God.  To  be  right  wiA 
God,  we  must  have  a  relationship  nith 
God.  Those  who  have  surrendered  their 
lives  to  Jesus  and  seek  to  foliow  Him 
are  those  who  have  the  right  to  affect 
ciicamstances  when  they  pray. 

Kighteous  also  means  to  be  clean,  free 
from  unconfessed  sins.  Repentance,  or 
turning  away  from  sins  that  so  easily  en¬ 
tangle  us  (blwrews  i2;i},  is  an  ongoii^ 
daify,  sometimes  boorty,  occurrence.  But 
keeping  a  clean  slate  with  God  and  man 
ia  a  k^  to  uninterrupted,  effective  pray¬ 
ing.  (nalm  66:18  arid  laaiah  59:1-2.) 


Guest  opinion 

with  Elaine  Helms 


■  Abide  in  God’a  Son.  Effective 
prayer  is  in  partnership  with  God.  Jesus 
tesdies  os  how  this  woiiu  in  John  15:1- 
11  with  the  parable  of  the  vine.  Verses 

..four  and  five  clarify  our  d^ndence  oa 
God.  'Abide  in  Me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the 
branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itsdf  unless 
it  abides  in  the  vine,  so  neither  can  yon 
unless  you  abide  in  Me.  I  am  the  vine, 
you  are  tiie  branches;  he  who  abides  in 
Me  and  I  in  him,  he  bears  much  fimit, 
for  apart  from  Me  you  can  do  nothing.* 

■  Believe  yon  will  receive.  Jesus 
was  walking  with  His  disciples  when 
He  becamHiungry.  Seeing  a  barren  fie 
tree,  he  cursed  toe  tree  and  it  withered 

Oat  once.  The  disciples  were  amazed  and 
a^ed  how  this  hmpened. 

Jesus  answered  in  Matthew  2i:2i-2:l 
“Truly  1  say  to  you,  if  you  have  fitith  ana 
d«  not  douDt,  you  will  not  only  do  what 
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our  Father  to  provide  for  all  oar  needs, 
to  forgive  us  when  we  fail,  and  to  prot^ 
us  froia  eviL  With  oor  temporary  and 
practical  needs  taken  care  ot  we  can  fo¬ 
cus  on  God’a  glory  and  pray  for  His  vrill 
to  be  done  on  earn  aa  n  ia  in  Heaven. 

In  Matthew  6:33.  Jeans  aoysio  *Seek 
first  Hia  kingdom  and  HfeiidSfeonsnet^ 
and  all  these  thinn  [practical  needs}  will 
be  added  to  yoa.*1fyayeit  that  accom- 
pliah  modi  are  in  line  with  (fod’s  will 
and  seek  to  bring  glory  to  Him  alone. 


who  would  build  up  the  waH^and  stand 
in  the  gap  before  Me  for  the  land,  so 
that  I  would  not  destroy  it;  but  I  found 
no  one.* 

God  is  still  sesrchingfbr  an  interces¬ 
sor  who  is  ava^abte  and  who  wiO  pray 


aor  who  is  ava^abte  and  who  wiO  pray 
without  ceasiim.  Jeans  U^iHghtea  this 
in  Uike  18:1  when  He  said  we  ought  to 
pray  at  all  times  and  not  lose  heart. 


•M  HBlMS  on  p.  s 


know  God, 


New  Egypt  constitution 
leaves  some  hopeful; 


others  still  concerned 

CMRO,  EgyiX  0^ 


Egyptian 

_  .  a  new  ooo- 

ititutioii,  lea^W  ChiiatiBiu  a  bit  ^ 
more  hopcAil  mougb  tbe  doeu- 
meat  doa  not  secure  baaic  rights 
for  reBgioua  minorities. 

One  EKnitian  Quiatian  leader 
said  the  (merence  in  attitudes  he 
observed  as  he  waited  in  line  to 
vote  was  *a  great  tendency  toed- 

efarate  a  new  Egypt  that  returred  i 

usbadtbomdieiroagripafradi'  I 

cal  MusBms,*  Missioa  Netwoik  • 

day?  -  An  unidenti- 

the  ^pereert  o?diSe  voters  her  inked  finger  i^er  voting 
vdmturoSlootforatwtwiayref-  on  the  new  constitution  ap- 
ereodum  in  mi^anuaiy  aa  the  proved  by  98%  of  voters,  giv- 
fitat  step  of  a  ao<aOed  road  map  ing  Christians  hope  that  the 
to  demooraev.  Ndct  are  pteaidfen-  country  has  returned,  as  one 
tial  and  poniamentaiy  elections  voter  observed,  ‘from  the 
later  dns  year.  iron  grip  of  radical  Muslims.* 

Oyiato  arepqytedtohre  (BPphotocourtaayofMom- 
sogbtty  better  nnder  the  nm  coo-  jng  Star  Newal 

e»t»iatti^i  awesi^waf  An  fiM  neM  * 


KIEV  CONFRONTATION  -  Ukrainians  proteating  against  govammant  corruption  and 
new  laws  daaigned  to  stifle  dissent  heve  Mocked  off  busy  streets  in  Kiev  and  set  up  Liberty 
Square  in  the  downtown  ares.  (BP  hhoto) 


Ukraine  Baptists  pray  for 
peace  during  troubled  days 


^ofM^M^rdAtfae 

Mudon  Brotherhood  was  « the  peroeptioa  that  the  oounby 
removed  hwoffiw  last  JuK.  ^  odietwiBe  oontiniie  ita  «k- 

scent  into  chaos  or  revert  to  d* 
atabde  that  profaMted  the  *insutt  nde  of  the  Minhm  Brodieihood 
or  abase  of  aU  idigiaua  measen-  orhanSmeSalafia.* 
gets  and  pro^eta,*  w^  was  Another  reason  far  suppoct 
and  tgwn^  Chrti<t«n>,  hn  bnn  awwif  Morntos  nr 

removed.  aooortetoMoni^  J^^nrid^Ttos^lSiffaa 
Stss  NMk  which  npoMB  on  tbe  ofatte  Onfaedea  Q»a«A  wi 
persecuted  ihuwhworidwMe.  fodawentovotehinivorcirtt. 

SdL  the  new  oonstltutioa.  1  will  vole  yes,  but  1  am  not 
which  hre^rdedaasMnmf^  hapm  about  it,' a  Oopde  dnfa- 
ward  the  mililaiy,  randers  Chris-  tian  m  Odro  said.  ‘Tine  oaosH- 
dans  and  other  noo-Mnalims  tutfan]  means  we  an  ruled  by 
aeoood-daaa  dtiaena,  and  est^  Islamic  rules.  StO.  it's  venr,  very 
babes  Uam  as  the  stale  rehgioo  goodooimitredtoMorafa 
and  dtaiia  (Idamic  lew)  aa  the  David  6iny,piesidept  of  Open 

*ptiiieiple  source  at  le^datioa'  Doon  USA,  vWled  Eopt  diead 
fcrEgy^  of  the  icfaiendum  and  obaerved 

Even  human  rights  activists  people  were  hoping  to  move 

agree  tbe  rdative  unprovement  on  after  three  years  of  mstdifflty 
does  not  provide  guvantem  for  and  economic  hardship  foUowing 
die  eierciae  of  numerous  rights  the  Ard>  Spring.  ‘The  people  am 
and  liberties  addressed  by  the  Bcnendly  excited  about  a  chance 
oonstitndaa.  Morning  Star  fcr  some  atabiHntimi,*  he  said. 
NewsieporM  ‘The  hot  couple  cf  years  have 

U.S.  Secretary  of  Side  John  nsHy  been  what  we'mcalUng  an 
Keny  rained  ooncerna  Jan.  i8  ‘Arab  Winter' in  Egypt  where  the 
about  tbe  iiinieas  of  the  vole,  giv-  Islamic  ndied  forces  —  those 
an  dot  k  was  neariy  unanimous  that  would  be  leas  about  nk- 
The  New  Ycili  Tlinea  said  Keny  gion  and  more  about  refiinea 
mentfoned  the  *polaiiBed  pobb-  —  cracked  down  on  Christians' 
cal  enviroaineDt,  the  abrnnee  of  CunysaMLacoordhigtoMiadan 
an  indudve  dnAing  prooeaa  or  NetvmrfcNews 
public  debase  befon  me  vote  as 
wd  as  the  aneala  of  those  who 
campeigned  agdnat  k. 

*Democncy  h  more  than  am 

one  uforendum  or  electiost  ttii 
dwut  eoual  tigte  and  notec- 
tiona  unoer  thelnw  far  aO  E^ 
dans  ngudleai  of  their  nender, 
fokh,  ethnicky  or  pakdcaidfilia- 
tfon,' Keny  said. 

Christians  in  Egypt  'seem 
bned  up  behind  the  coiwtkutfon,* 

Morning  Star  News  noted  aa  the 
vule  was  anderw^r.  Tt  is  hard  to 


in  die  Ukrainian  hm^^nage,  Che- 
nnitofr  tmd.  prompting  a  fond- 
nddng  effort  by  I(»*aian  Mhua- 
triea  mat  led  to  100,000  copies 
of  the  (jospd  of  John  bemg  dia- 
trikuted  among  the  protesters 
Mission  Netwm  News  said. 

Though  the  majority  <k  the 
proieets  have  been  peaceful 
two  people  wen  killed  m  a  daab 
wim  ponce  Jan.  23  and  prolen- 
en  Mne  aebed  govamnent 
buildfaigs  wkfa  some  ahoudM 
‘Revokitkial’  acooriing  to  AF. 
Mlarinn  Network  Newt  cfaarac- 
teriaed  some  of  the  proteeten  aa 
*dM»  dying  to  take  advantage 
of  abvMtorituatiaa' 

International  Mission  Board 
workers  Brady  and  Mfllie 
Sample  (not  their  reel  names) 
serve  near  die  ana  where  the 
violmoe  occurred.  *Ifa  a  teal 
mesa  down  dieire,*  Brady  aakL 
'Banicades  every  fcw  feet  wkfa 
gnards  tents  everywfaers* 

For  the  moat  paritfaeSamplea 
am  ming  abotk  dieir  kves  nor- 


of  cornytion  and  adeaaioo  to  prmld^^  ^  legidarinn 

RnaEmSier  mim  agreeing  to  a 
roodendiiiig  trade  Sid  wim  the 
Etiropean  Unioii. 

In  what  if  being  called  a  cru¬ 
cial  historica]  time  for  Ukraine,  - 

Presideait  Viktor  Yandtovyefa  ahould  react  to  the  sodden 
aareed  to  some  ooooeHfons  in  dueatofdktatoednpMiar  inore 
uDa  wkfa  oppoakloa  leaders  than  ao  veers  of  fodependpse, 
Jan.  24.  One  of  thom  coooes-  Mimioo Netvpk Nmmsmd. 
sioiM  reportedly  k  to  chanm  me  'A  final  de-Sovietfaatfon  of 

harab  and-proteat  hfosMoa,  our  poM-USSR  aociety  nd  the 

‘‘ivr3Sr5‘Ej««, 

meat  in  nrid^anuaiy  by  Ya-  Bon,  Ufaaliie  is  eamreiBiciiig 
mikovycb  supporters  but  the  ttMfaobpsBenanoHeyrow- 
?SS^5^,reviAdte  ««iodwkhkplg^toKte|^ 


ciuiipclica  in  UioniiDe  butiated 
a  roundtable  in  Kiev  Jan.  17  to 


ernment  as  *Mnd 
able  with  a  i^ycar 

and  k  cals  otganl 


nky  far  aome  mote  fieedoms’ 
Oorry  nosed,  though,  IhM 
aome  are  oonoenied  die  MudBm 
Brotherhood  will  not  fade  fium 
power  without  a  fi^it  Ihqi're 
caii«  to  be  on  the  outride  wnr 
lOT  a  kmg  time  and  they’re 
im  to  oondnue  to  laafa  out,  M 
iSope  that  the  government  wN 
teke  steps  to  prMect  soft  taigeii 


trim  diem  vviZa  tax,  accord 
tolBarinsi  NelwmkNgis 
Michael  Cherenknff  of  tbe 
Kiev-faaaed  Rumian  Minis- 
tiies  likened  the  new  laws  to 
Stalin's  Soviet  Union  of  ip». 
Many  of  the  Chtfodan  mfaus- 
tiies  aperarini  in 

viomly  opersfed  in  Ihwria  but 
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One  morning  I  wm  in  the  pro- 

ceu  o<  (turing  np  my  onUneei 
breakfast  concoction,  and  I 
went  to  the  fridtit  to  get  a  carton  of 
milk.  IpidmdnptheeonUlnerandl 
realized  that  it  was  just  about  empty, 
but  there  was  enough  for  me  to  fix 
mybreakfi^.  Before  I  opened  and 


As  you  know,  that  is  the  date  on  so 
many  of  our  products  whether  caimed 
gooOM,  bread,  potato  chips,  and,  of 
course,  milk.  Most  of  them  say,  «ll 
by  the  date ...  or  something  like,  b^ 
Hstd  by  the  date...  indicating  that  thu 
stuff  can  go  ba<L  As  1  looked  at  the 
milk  carton,  Isaw  that  the  mift  was 
one  day  past  the  sell  by  date.  Then 
the  question  or  the  questions  began  to 
come  to  my  mind.  What  if  the  store 
had  sold  it  on  the  day  before?  Does 
the  buyer  have  two  <w  three  daw  or  a 
week  in  order  to  consume  it?  if  it 
is  just  one  day  after  the  sell  by  Mte 
does  everything  disintemte  and  go 

bad?  I  honestly  did  notknow  bow 

long  the  sell  by  date  affectt  the  u^. 

I  actually  did  not  want  to  use  it 
but  neither  did  I  want  to  go  to  the 
grocery  store  and  get  sonm  more.  So 


Expiration 

might  have  been  helpful  inspired,  encouraged  and  blessed 

no  th^e  comnlicated  my  neart. . 


and  if  it  seemed  to  be  okay,  1  would 
give  it  a  shot.  The  milk  passed  the 
taste  test  so  1  ate  my  breakfast  aM 
headed  into  the  day  wondering  if 
later  on  in  the  day  I  would  regret 
consuming  the  milk  after  the  sell  by 
date.  V/hue  I  thought  about  it  sev¬ 
eral  timeii  doting  the  day,  I  was  fine 
and  unaffected. 

It  did  get  me  to  thinking  about  all 
of  foese  peoduem  that  you  and  1  buy,  _  ^ 

bread  or  hot  dogs.  At  what  point  do 
we  decide  that  this  is  mined  and  I 
should  not  use  it  because  it  will  min 
me?  Years  ago,  before  products  had 
any  kind  of  indicators  of  time  or  us¬ 
age  on  them,  the  consumer  had  means 
M  trying  to  determine  whether  or  not 
this  la  something  that  1  want  to  use. 
The  tests  beck  then  are  vafaUblc  now. 
Look  at  it,  smell  it  and  do  a  taste  test. 
Now  all  ot  that  started  me  to  thinking 
about  peoide  and  specifically  God’s 


people.  It  might  have  been  helpful 
&  somewhere  on  these  complicaw 
bodies  that  we  hfve  there  was  a  little 
gauge  or  maybe  just  a  sign  stamped 
on  tnet  said,  “Use  by  or  don’t  con¬ 
sume  after  (a  date).  Througb  the 
years  1  have  watdied  as  people  have 
served  the  Lord  for  a  little  while  and 
then  apparently  there  was  a  notice 
that  SM,  TTiis  product  will  ^)oU  by 
a  certain  date.*  You  tvonder  what  in 
the  world  wrecked  and  mined  them. 

It  is  really  hard  to  know  wlmt  causes 
some  people  or  at  least  their  spiritual 
life  to  spcul  and  no  longer  be  good  for 
anything  other  than  being  thrown  out. 
That  is  what  Jesus  indicated  in  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  when  He  said, 
“When  salt  loses  it  flavor,  its  savor,  it 
is  no  longer  good  fqr^anythlng  Iwt  to 


No,  it  is  not  just  time.  ItmuMbe 
something  else  because  while  I  know 
many  senior  adults  who  are  faith¬ 
fully  serving  the  Lord,  1  know  of  some 


Wg  gggOTr'UV**/  maw**  - - - - — 

in  Kingdom  work.  Now  they  used  to 
be  involved  and  they  used  to  be  wive 
and  well.  Frequently,  1  will  run  into 
someone  that  I  had  the  privilege  of 


1  know  that  is  ISi  ,  but  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  people  who  at  one  time  served 
the  Loro  but  now  do  not?  Unlike 
products  t^t  may  be  in  the  dairy 
section  or  on  food  shelves,  time  is  not 
tte  onfy  factor.  1  have  seen  numer¬ 
ous  saints  through  the  years  who 
arc  vibrant,  alive,  well  and  faithfully 
serving  the  Lord  and  they  are  beyond 
100  yean  of  age.  In  fact,  1  probwly 
should  write  an  artide  on  the  century 
saints  that  I  have  known  that  have 


maT  UTV  ms  iMuwsevu*  s*s  usww, 

•ctrvitieSa  %vor<htp  and  leadership,  but 
now  th^  are  diaoonnected  from  the 
church  and  uncaring  about  allowing 
the  Lord  to  make  a  difference  in  their 
life  and  uaiim  them  to  make  a  differ- 
^in^^i^ofgW^Ocg^n; 

^  ask,  “Whst  happened?*  p 
While  tome  would  just  prefer  not 
to  talk  about  H,  the  range  of  reasons 
is  broad  and  coven  from  just  drifting 
sway,  bad  experiences  st  the  church 
to  tsd  experiences  in  their  own  per¬ 
sonal  life.  For  some,  it  seemed  as 
though  when  h  came  to  their  uaeful- 
neaa  to  Jeaua,  th^  had  paaeed  their 
expintkm  date.  It  can  he  heartbreak¬ 
ing  to  them  and  to  tboac  of  os  who 
have  known  them.  But  here  ia  the 


good  news  and  the  bottom  line  news  ■ 
as  to  why  God  proba^  did  not  staiapB 
a  use  W  date  on  us.  The  fact  is  that  ■ 
God  can  touch  ua,  raise  us  up  sad  use  ■ 
us  again  in  spite  of  our  oqiintion  ■ 

date.  Do  not  let  somebody  else  sUiipB 
an  expintion  date  on  your  heart,  fota>S 
head  or  anywhere  else.  ■ 

To^  wants  to  do  somethiiM  ■ 
in  your  life.  If  you  are  i6, 6o  or  116,  ■ 
it  not  matter.  God  ean  restore  ■ 
you,  use  yon  and  bless  others  throng  ■ 
you.  Just  think  about  it!  How  many  ■ 
people  looked  st  Simon  Peter  and  ■ 
how  many  preachers  have  preached  ■ 
series  of  sermons  about  him  and  his  I 
mess-npa  in  ministry?  How  many  of  ■ 
us  have  accusingly  talked  about  him  ■ 
i  denyiM  Jesus  thr^  times?  1  wonder  ■ 
L  if  the  thought  may  have  occurred  to 
'  some  Mopie  that  it  looked  like  his 
^  expiration  date  had  pass^.  But  the 
Lord  had  so  much  more  in  store 
for  him.  _ 

Peter  would  be  the  great  atroM 
vokqof  the  Gospel  on  the  Day  of^^ 
Pentecost  and  3,000  people  would  be 
saved.  He  would  be  the  wgnificant 
leader  the  young,  fledgling  chur^ 

He  would  become  undaunting  in  his 
'  faithfulness  and  In  hia  faith  in  the  liv¬ 
ing  Lord  Jesus. 

1  think  about  the  young  man,  John 
Mark,  who  tried  to  b«c<»e  a  mis- 
sionary  working  alonwide  Paul  and 
for  whatever  reason  abandoned  the 
trip  and  returned  home.  The  toostie 

Pa^  may  have  thought  that  John 

Mark's  expiration  date  was  past 
to  discover  years  later  that  he  needed 

*  him  in  his  ministry.  He  writes  to 
runothy  and  saya,  “Take  Mark,  and 
bring  him  with  you  when  you  rome 
for  he  ia  profitaole  to  me  for  the 
ministry  (a  Hm.  4:11).  ft  could  be 
you  or  me,  that  others  may  tmnk  are 

•  .throi^,  or  maybe  we  think  that  we 
C  are  all  washed  up.  ft  is  all  over  aM 

the  Lord  cannot  use  us  anymore, 
that  ia  wrong  thinking.  So  today,  m 
;  not  bother  liking  at  your  axpiraUM 
date.  Look  to  Jesus,  the  anthor  and 
finisher  of  our  faith,  and  allow  Him  to 
do  what  He  wants  to  do  in  you  that  is 
good,  fresh,  new,  and  will  be  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  ofters. 

t- 

TTie  author  can  6e  contacted  at 
dircetions^mbeb.org. 
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Florida  Baptist  Convention  to  appeal  $12.5M  civibaward 


JACK80NVK1E.  Fte.  (BPt 
—  An  attorney  for  the  Florida 
Bapdft  Cooventioa  has  voiced 
coofidenes  that  a  judgment  fay  a 
juiy  to  au«rd  Suls  mOhon  to  a 
man  moleeted  fay  miner  ehuTcfa 
plantiDK  pastor  Douclas  W.  My¬ 
ers  vviUM  owertuinea  on  appeal 

~nMt  confidence  is  ba^  in 
larae  part,  on  die  jury's  express 
finmng  that  Myers  vras  an  in- 
depeEdsnt  pastor  who  was  not 
him),  emplcyed,  or  supervised 
by  the  oonventioa,’  sm  Gary 
yUddl  the  Florida  BaptiM  Coo- 
vention’s  sttomey-of-record. 

The  Lake  County  jury  readied 
its  judgment  Jan.  to  after  a  six- 
day  trw  on  the  issue  of  damages. 

Yddd  said  as  a  general  rule 
the  Florida  Baptist  OoovcntioQ 
does  not  spedfii^  comment 
on  pendiim  faut  DOted: 

trial 

in  Lidce  County  is  not  yet  final 
nor  win  the  matter  be  coochided 
oooe  the  trial  verdict  becomea 


final  The  conventioo  remains 
confident  that  the  sppeBate  court 

overturn  the  jury's  vetifict* 

In  June  2013.  tbs  Florida  conr 
vention  fied  two  poM-ttid  mo- 
tioQS  in  the  case  seeking  reversal 
of  an ‘inconaMem' Mm  17  jury 
verdiet  that  fixind  it  Mue  far 
sex  ahoae  committed  fay  Myei^ 
64,  wbo  was  fboiid  guilty  and  in 
2013  compietri  servmg  a  seven- 
year  aentence  fior  molesting  a 
u-yewr-oid  in  2005  while  pestor 
«  Tliaii^  Comnninity  Church 
inEustis,Fl 

A  prior  judge  ruled  that  ha^ 
ity  aM  damwes  had  to  be  tried 
separalriy.  After  a  two-week  trial 
in  May  3012,  the  jury  ibund  Lake 
County  Aasodatioo  and  Bay 
Street  Churdi  at  least  partially 
at  fimh  ahhough  each  party  had 
previously  made  a  finsndsl  set- 
nenoent  with  the  plaintifis . 

In  a  statement  pubfisfaed 
in  June  2012,  John  SuIlivaB, 
executive  director-treasurer 


"The  recent  verdict  from  the  trial  «  Lake  County  is 
not  yet  final  nor  will  the  matter  be  conchxled  once 
the  trial  verdict  becomes  final.  The  cotwertion 
remains  confident  that  the  appellate  court  will 
overturn  the  jury’s  verdict.' 

Oatv  YsIdsM 

FtorMs  B^Clst  ConvwitloN%  enanwy-of-rMoni 


of  the  Florida  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  indicated  good  news 
is  that  the  jury  fmina  that  the 
church  pUnter/pastor  was 
nevar  an  employee  of  the  Flori¬ 
da  Bimtist  Convention.* 

Suffivan  added:  *..j«gaidleas 
of  Ae  outcome  of  the  motioos — 
ortfaelflcelyappealtotheap^- 
late  courts  —  we  cannot  let  this 
rmar  hinder  our  eSorts  to  sup¬ 
port  churdi  planting  efbrts  .ui 
ouratate.*  . 

An  argmnent  made  in  the 
Jannary  2014  caae  for  liability 
directed  attenlioa  to  the  con- 


ventiw  because  of  a  grant  to 
Lake  County  Association  tor 
church  planting  and  the  IM- 
ii^  of  the  efanrdies  in  a  Florida 
Baptist  Oonventkm  Annual  and 
among  new  church  pbmts  in 
artkies  simplied  to  me  Florida 
Bapbat  Witness  by  the  Florida 
Baptist  ConventioD. 
iBolfa  chuidies  Myers  planted 
are  now  defunct 

An  attorney  in  2013  bad  pre- 
viousK  stated  the  argument  is 
valid  oecauae  there  is  an  explicit 
in  Ae  oonventxm's 
Annual  that  notes  persons  beted 


are  “soWy  for  information  pur- 
poaes  wim  no  endorsement  or 
approval  hoplied  or  expiees^’ 

After  be  was  ideMed  fiom 
prison  in  December  201a,  Myers 
was  extndked  to  foce  charges 
in  Maiyiaod.  He  entered  that 

state’s  equivalent  of  a  no-oontest 
plea  to  Aree  counts  of  custodial 
child  abuse  and  was  sentenced  in 
October  in  Calvert  County,  Md., 

to  45  years  in  prison  wiA  an  but 
15  years  soapended,  according  to 
news  reports. 

Those  oftenses  oocorred  in 
December  1997.  April  1999.  sod 
Manhsooi. 

The  Florida  convention  com¬ 
pleted  criminal,  traffic,  and  cred¬ 
it  background  checks  as  wril  as 
personal  references  on  Myers, 
accordiite  to  a  previous  WiAess 
story.  Mter  Ae  charges  in  Lake 
comity  surfaceo,  some  persons 
in  prior  cliiinhes  came  forward 
they  had  coocema  vAen 
Mwf  iMTHiced  at  their  churches. 


Tie BarmT Rbooud  Jemuary 30,2014 


Analysis:  The  reason  Holhwood 
unwittingly  makes  pro-life  films 


By  Phil  Boatwright 
Corraapondent 

Have  you  noticed  A*ra  aw  few  if  any 
.tea  coneerntng  an  unexpocted  pregiiancy 
nlanned  abortion  jweVaila?  Why  la  that?  Hoi- 


committ  abortion.  BQATWItKMiT 

character,  no  matter  Ae 

reasoning,  will  always 

eome  across  as  selfish  tf  she  finaliies  A«  pi^ 

eedure.  l!ideed,.it  could  be  considered  Ae  uto- 


has  to  do  wiA  Ae  wdlbeing  ot  me  momer,  noi 

*Nm^°lAen  I  lump  aD  of  Hollywood  into  a 
pro-abortion  camp,  Vm  being  soinewhM  big¬ 
oted.  1  must  amend  my  aStude.  ttie^ore,  I 
write  before  you,  corrected.  Not  all  in  Ae  enter¬ 
tainment  community  are  pro-alMirtion.  Their 
films  prove  it.  ,  .  . . 

Gimme  Shelter  (PG-13)  ^ned  m  wide  ^ 
lease  on  Jan.  24.  From  stuAo  press  notm,  me 


denly,  she  turned  to  her  husband  and  said,  *1 
can't  do  Ais.' 

Years  later,  Ae  h>isband  says  to  his  movie¬ 
making  dau^ter,  ‘Aioaring  how  clow  we  vrew 
to  you  never  aariarti^  M***”"*  enooih  to  asshe 
you  an  anti-ahortiomaL" 

The  realixation  that  she  had  been  a  car  ^ve 
away  ftom  not  having  been  a  part  her  fam- 
il/s  life  haunts  Ae  production,  perha|M  0^1' 
ing  any  debate  concerning  a  womans  rigbts 
over  Aoee  of  Ae  unborn. 

The  same  emotion  hits  ua  in  the  gut  when  we 
see  Gimme  Shelter's  itoide  holAng  her  new¬ 
born,  a  little  bundle  full  of  h^  and  promise. 
Tty  to  take  her  baby,  and  Apple  would  fight  un¬ 
til  she  couldn't  fight  anymore.  . 

Last  year  Aree  releasee  —  Gravity,  wptam 
PhiApa,  and  All  is  Lost  -  each  ai^t^ntly 
with  mankind’s  struggle  to  surwe  de¬ 
spite  dismal  odds.  When  you  view  a  character 
battUng  to  stay  alive  when  Ae  odds  are  ov«- 
whdiAngly  against  survival,  one  must  concede 
to  the  preciousness  of  life. 

Not  sure  the  filmroalters  intended  to 

that’s  what  they  did. 

Among  others  from  years  past,  here  are  lour 
more  pro-life  films  that  come  to  mind:  Wait- 
reaa.  Juno,  BelU,  and  March  of  the  Penguins. 

I  am  aware  Aat  too  often  we  defenders  of 
Ae  unborn  come  across  as  unfeding  or  un¬ 
thinking  regarding  Aoae  who  have  chown  Ae 
procedure.  It  should  he  stated  that  if  indeed 
abortion  is  a  sin,  it  is  one  Aat  can  be 
The  woman  who  condemns  herself  for  Ae  deed 
need  only  ask  for  God’s  forgiveness.  If  she  does, 

.  .a«  Ik  a  «.  .A _ ...lit  Lwaeaaamfxr 


•  ""  "r  ^  The  woman  who  condemns  neraen  iot  me^ 

movie  concerns  a  pregwt  teeoyr.  ^Wie,  — ^  ^  forgiveness.  If  she  does, 

b>  survive  OT  the  sri^  unAs  ^passiona  Anyone^  who  tuggeste  otherwise  is  just  a 

the  baby,  for  s^  unknown  reason,  the  young  shout  Arowing  stones. 

•‘‘i  *St^«  We  Tell  a  film-  Editor’s  note.  In  addition  to  um^gM  Bap- 

trie  family.  At  one  point  the  wnter/director  is 
told  Ast  her  inoAer  had  not  only  wnsiderrt 
aborting  her,  but  was  en  route  to  the  dime  m 
order  to  proceed  wiA  Ae  termination.  Sud- 


vieu>online.org.  As  the  films  mention^  aOToe 
are  not  necessarily  Christian  movies.  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  strongly  recommends  viriangpre- 
viewonKne.org  before  viewing  any  of  the  films. 


s:  - 
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OI«U  •nd  Alton  Botor  Sr.,  rrMmber*  of  NESHOBA  CHUBCH, 
f  UNION,  atundad  th«  dtodplMhip  trainins  rally  at  New 
Ih  Bethel  Church,  Philadelphia;  Fred  Luter,  speaker.  Shown  are 
Alton  Botor,  Urter,  Otou  Botor,  and  Elizabeth  Uitar. 


pleasant  OBOVE  CMOBCM,  lAOBB,  eetebrated  the  pround  breaking  fw  a  Wbered  p«- 

vflkMvdack  Jan.  19.  Shown  are  Jean  Cooley,  Ulyaaea  Cool^,  Me  Bilbo,  Nato  SchwMnn.  Jody 

Setters,  Kant  Miller,  Dave  Moryan,BraydenAdrioo,AnatolieCibotarlca.  and  Harry  PIppen.  - 


■m 


WEST  EVlEYCHUNCIilEnEX  ordained  two  deacons  Jan.  S  The  children  and  youth  of  OLD  SHNES  CHEEK  CHUtICH,  SILVEII  CREEK,  presented 
«>»~~-~ItoetoVlbQli|6lESii1.lislasi, and  paatoT Randy  R  letch.  Shepharda,  Sheep,  and  a  Savior  Oea  22- 
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FASI  RnfER  CHUNCN,  BHOOKHAVSN,'  hosted  IMB  mia- 
sionailos  Richard  sttd  Martha  Beal  to  speak  artd  share  regard¬ 
ing  their  miniatry  in  Vanezueta  while  promoting  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.  Shown  are  the  Beals.  Amy  Ands^ 
son,  artd  pastor  Jay  Anderson. 


The  chiidrsn  of  JONES  CHAPO.  CHURCH,  NETTLETON 
dsMvered  toddy  beers  to  ShearerJIichardson  Memorial  Nurs- 

iftg  Home  in  Okolons  Dec.  7.  The  chitdran  gave  terWy  bears 
and  hugs  to  70  residents  of  the  home.  Pastor  Carey  HalM 

bleaasd  the  teddy  bshrs  before  the  chBdrsnhartded  them  out 


$ia;Hthedocx^,  9:5.  Cdl(nB)47S^ 
smB  fcr  adoniiatioo. 
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c®nw  tbwac«  church,  camtom 

Johrwon  for  ■ev»nte«n 

srw^«>msfhn minicter of  mu«k  Marcus 
''•gw.  Jonnaoa  and  pastor  Brian  HBI. 
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T^^f^  and  youth  of  MT.  PiSGAH 

*  Ca^o'ton  Christmas 

*  "o«  poftrayina  tha  raal  maan- 

'"'"’"■ng  fif«  place.  Lanny 
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biMical  drama.  A  Christinas  to  Beiiave  In,  on  Oac.  8. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 


4 


n«  Bafivt  Rbooro  January  JO,  20J4 


College  News 

A  prpminant  Amarican  physician 
ai^  author,  Banjamin  Carson 
will  ba  tha  kaynota  spaakar  at 

MISSISSIPPI  count's 

spring  scholarship  dinnar  on 
April  22.  Tha  annual  avant  on 
tha  Clinton  campus  opanad 
tioors  for  outstanding  studanu 
to  racaiva  an  aducation  at  tha 
Baptist-affiliatad  unlvarsity.  0th- 
w  notawoithy  spaakars  in  tha 
W  aariaa  hava  indudad  formar 
riorlda  Uov.  Jab  Bush  in  2013 
and  formar  U.S.  Saoratary  of 
■ttat*  Condolaazza  flhSB  in  2012. 
Tickats  for  tha  6:30  p.m.  dln- 
r.__  1.  ^  ntru  Andarson  Hall  arc  $200. 

•«»  •<Wrass  Missisaippi  Collago 
•lurlanteMd  maat  with  tha  nows  madia  bafora  doli^ring 
his^paach  to  >w^rads  of  MC  supportars.  For  mors  info* 

Scholarship  Dinnar, 

•orrtaet  Amy  Rowan  of  tha  univarsity's  Offica  of  Advanca- 
mar*t  at  (601)  92S.92S7  or  RoovanSmc.adu. 
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HOUSING 

COM.  horn  p.  t 

intends  to  file  s  ftiend-of-tlie- 
court  brief  in  support  of  the 
government's  po^on  thet 
the  minister  housing  allow¬ 
ance  is  constitutional. 

Ministers  ahoald  consult 
with  the  anntial  tas  guide  made 
available  at  GuideStone.org/ 


ABEDINIs  . 

COM.  from  p.  1 

was  “very  concerned  about 
his  internal  injuries,’  recom¬ 
mend  surgery. 

In  cqnjnnction  with  his 
transfer  to  the  political  ward, 
the  pastor  was  nven  pain 
medication  for  the  injtuiea 
he  endured  from  beatinu 
at  Evin  Prison,  but  he  still 
has  not  receiv^  the  medi¬ 
cine  prescribed  earlier  for  Me 
condition.  , 

Sekulow  said  Abedini  s 
famify  in  Iran  has  formally 
petitioned  the  Iranian  govern¬ 
ment  to  allow  him  to  receive 
the  necessary  surgery. 

In  another  oevelopment, 
ACU  rep<Hta  on  its  w^  site 
that  Iranian  Foreign  Minister 
Mohammad  Javad  Zarif  was 
aslcMl  about  Abedini  during  a 
recent  interview  on  C^.  Sir- 
if  responded  by  exi)laini^**1he 
clsBSocy  process  ' 


taxguide,  and  GuideStone's 
boosing  allowance  informa¬ 
tion  at  GuideStooe.org/hous- 
ingaUowanoe,  to  ensure  they 
are  property  documenting 
bousing  allowance  as  part  of 
a  chura  business  action  and 
reporting  it  appropriately  on 
their  income  tax  returns. 

'Ilie  housing  allowance  case 
is  onty  one-example  of  Guide- 
Stone's  advocacy  efforts  on 


aclj.org/ iran/ clemency-for- 
pastor-aaeed. 

More  than  67,000  people 
have  signed  a  petition  asking 
Congress  to  impose  tighter 
sanctions  on  Iran  until  Abe- 
dini  is  released.  That  petition 
can  be  found  at  bebcardpro- 
ject.oom/saeed. 

Naghmeh  Abedini,  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife  who  lives  in  Idaho 
with  the  couple’s  two  young 
children,  said  she  received  a 
small  bit  of  comfort  in  know¬ 
ing  her  husband  had  been 
transforred  out  of  the  murder¬ 
er  ward,  *bttt  my  heart  aches 
to  know  the  pain  ne  continual¬ 
ly  suffers  and  that  his  injuries 
necessitate  surgery.* 

*As  a  {amity,  it  is  difficult  to 
be  so  far  away  and  unable  to 
R  comfort  him  in  his  pain,*  Abe- 
"dini  said  through  ti>e  ACU. 


‘Though  we  are  encouraged  Iw 
the  transfer  to  the  new  ward, 
such  a  small  step  is  far  from  an 
unconditional  release  where 
is  reunited  with  oar 


behalf  of  the  pastors,  church¬ 
es,  and  ministries  it  serves. 
In  aoi3,  GuideStone  filed  liti¬ 
gation  to  Modi  enforcement 
of  the  Obama  administra¬ 
tion’s  contraceptive  mandate 
against  noo-etwmpt  minis¬ 
try  Mganimtioa*  served  by 
GuideMone.  GuideStone  ud 
nearly  200  ministry  otganixa- 
tions  received  a  prduoinary 
injunction  in  Decwber,  pro- 


Also,  Sekulow  learned  that 
the  priaon  dosed  recreational 
fadnties  and  the  library  ^t 
had  been  available  to  political 
prisoners. 

The  ACU,  which  repre¬ 
sents  Naghmeh  Abedini  and 
has  persisted  in  efforts  to  free 
her  nusband  for  well  over  a 
year,  continues  to  work  with 
world  leaders  and  urge  the 
U.S.  government  to  make  le^ 
kasing  Abedini  a  priority. 

Naghmeh  Abedini  is  sched- 
uM  as  a  keynote  speaker  for 
the  sixth  annual  Geneva  Sum¬ 
mit  for  Human  Rights  and 
Democracy  Feb.  25,  ahead 
of  the  annual  seaaion  of 
the  United  Nations  Human 
Ri^ts  Council. 

continues  to  speak  in 
various  venues  on  behalf  of 
the  persecuted  church  and  her 
busoand  in  particular. 


l«i,.ting  them  from  the  contra¬ 
ceptive  mandate. 

No  trial  date  has  been  set  m 
that  case.  .  . 

*We  live  in  a  world  that  m 
not  as  receptive  to  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church  or  of  min¬ 
isters  in  gentttal  as  the  world 
in  which  we  grew  im,*  Gui^ 
Stppe  President  O.S.  Hawkins 
said.  ’Rather  than  diacour- 
aging  us,  that  fact  serves  to 


encourage  our  employees  to 
continue  to  sedi  out  opportu¬ 
nities  to  advocate  on  tx  -ban  of 
our  more  than  200,000  par¬ 
ticipants  across  this  countiy.* 
CraU)  is  also  noted  for  her 
2010  ruling  that  tiic  National 
Day  <rf  Prayer  violated  the  es- 
tabli^ment  danse  of  the  First 
Amendment.  That  dedsiofl 
was  overturned  by  the  Sev¬ 
enth  Circuit  in  2011. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


matsm  use  vw*  CMWt  wAjNaf.otAis: 

hkwbi  nufouL  Ml  «I»  miinjg 


OmMMmyPMofamrMtPiPmMt  _  — 

CNMmWtoHUp.  •mmmKmoi  tr  oatuNMMO  ttBiTaLt: 

8(«241.000». _ _  mtCaMoPSMo. 

NWU.  CMUK»  a  M  NEB)  oTii  arE«api»i*47SOOrtMhr*foBmori 
COrtBOf  TMEIStliSPTWTHYWai.  ' 


MEDICARE 

9.  'Tni  ’p* 


CHUnCK  arcmma;  jy**-  ””  ****" 

IflWM,  ■  WBMa  A  FUtL-'l**  stirs  oij  TuST 

IMtIBIOFIIUMC.  SmlisiurailBFW  OTT  THE  BEST  BATES  OH.  Hweh 
BrnWOummada  ABwIan  Tin  NuS  Inwm  M  IMcm  SieplHM  Crt 
aSmCsnviMs.22ttnml3lAadatA  t-a00441-rtM « vW wm.TurmilMinn- 
71001  wsimt  liuulecsiMaMliiiHlum  <»CMM.ain 


Do^moNS 


I 


I  —.R.v  ^^6'  ’ 


January  30, 20] 4  The  Bafiist  Racxmp 


mmm 


Sunday  School  LESSiHRkfR  February  12 ,  ^1  i  u  miM 


Our  King:  Condemned!  •  John  18:33-19:3,9-1 1 


Ijwt  vfcek  we  studied  the  illegal  ItiaL 
diet  the  Jewish  rdinous  leaders  Je- 
austhrov«h.  Now  Otis  week,  we  wiU  see 
the  mocker  of  justice  that  the  Rooum 
Governor,  nlate,  part»pated  in.  Pilate 
was  the  cowardly,  poihiadly  motivatod, 
Roman  Procurator  of  Judea  26-36  A.D. 
Therefore,  he  was  Governor  during  Je¬ 
sus'  earthly  ministry,  trials,  death,  and 
resurrection.  He  was  recalM  as  Procu¬ 
rator  I9  Tiberius,  and  then  banished  by 
Cdisuia  to  Vienna  in  Gaul,  where  he 
dM  in  disgrace  about  5  years  later. 

After  you  reread  John  18:38-19:16 
you  can  find  a  somnary  t-il  Pilate's  em- 
barrassing  invotvement  in  this  sermon 
by  Peter,  *The  God  of  Abraham,  and 
rf  Is^  and  of  Jacob,  the  God  of  our 
btbers,  hath  glorified  his  Son  Jesus; 
whom  ye  delivered  im,  and  denied  him 
in  die  presence  of  Puate,  when  he  was 
detenmnedtolethimgo.  Butyedenied 
die  One  and  the  Just,  and  desired 
a  murdm  to  be  granted  unto  you;  And 
kdled  the  Prince  of  life,  whom  God  hath 
raised  from  the  dead;  whereof  we  are 
witneasea,’  Acts  3:i3'i5  (KJV). 

Reality  and  history  are  not  on  the 
High  Priest  or  POate'a  side.  “And  being 
found  in  fiudiioa  as  a  man,  he  (Jesus) 
humbled  himsdf,  and  became  obedient 
unto  deadi,  even  the  death  of  the  cross. 
Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted 
Um,  and  given  him  a  name  wfaidi  is 


above  every  name:  That  at  the  name  of  ing  that  Jea 
Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  Pnest  asks  1 
heaven,  aM  things  in  earth,  and  things  fixion  as  Jes 
under  the  earth:  And  that  every  tongue  dples  would 
should  eonfess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  But  ws  n 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  Philip-  teathiiy  thi 
pians  2:8-11  (KJV).  andeyilisal 

John  conristently  and  dearly  main-  pUn  is  bein 
tains  Christ's  total  eontrcJ  of  die  drcum-  videsalvatic 
stances: 'Jesus  answered.  Thou  couldest  fortbeRoni 
have  no  power  at  an  against  me,  except  it  Ucemen  to  •i' -~ 

were  givcB 

thee  mim  ‘ . . . """ 

'iteikk.' 

delivered  ■IB  Expiorifl|K 

Se  SS  nV'  with  Don 

John  19:11  "  •  ^ 

( K JV) .  .  . 

There  is  a  great  spirhaal  battle  going  tremes  ^ 

OD  here  with  the  Devil,  that  old  seipent  force  Pilati 
Satan,  potting  forth  his  greatest  enort  demands. 

Satan  won  his  batde  in  Judas  Iscariot's  them  becat 
hfewhim  Judas  betnyed  Jesus  and  then  into  bis  o 
oommitted  suid^  make  an  a 

Satan  looked  strong  when  the  Hi(h  stead,  evei 
Fries!  and  other  JewA  religious  lead-  death  pent 
ers  held  their  iUegal,  neatly  prejudiced  he  were  no 
night  trials.  Satan  'intiinidaM  die  Ro-  have  delivi 
man  Governor  to  ignore  his  true  nil-  18:30  (ItJ\ 


ing  that  Jesus  was  innocent.  The  High 
Pnegl  a^  for  His  executkm  by  erod- 
fixioa  as  Jems  had  already  told  die  Dis- 
dpies  would  luqipen. 

But  we  must  not  mias  John's  Wrong 
twhiiM  that  Jesus  is  alwim  in  charge 
and  e^is  always  losidg  as  God's  eternal 

plan  is  befog  carefully  executed  to  pro¬ 
vide  saKadon.  Remember  Jesus  waiting 
for  the  Roman  Soldien  and  Tmnle  P(^ 
Ucemen  to  get  badi  in>  on  dreir  feet  af¬ 
ter  they  Ml 

■  -  III  I . .  down  in 

'  •  fear  (Jifon 

Don  fffdts  in 

thegar^. 

Look  at 
the  des¬ 
perate  ex¬ 
tremes  the  Chief  Priests  go  to  as  t^ 
force  Pilate  to  succumb  to  their  illictt 
demands.  When  Pilate  came  out  to 
them  because  they  fdt  too  good  to  go 
into  bis  court  room,  they  would  not 
make  an  accusation  of  any  crime.  In¬ 
stead,  even  though  they  wanted  the 
death  penalty,  they  would  only  say.  'If 
he  were  not  a  malefactor,  we  would  not 
have  deUvered  him  up  unto  thee,"  John 
18:30  (KJ^  These  Jewish  leaders  were 


willing  to  go  as  fiv  as  asking  Pilate  to 
protect  Caesar  from  arwther  person’s 
supposed  claim  to  be  a  king.  Tl^cried 

out:  “Away  with  him,  away  with  him, 
crucify  him.  Mlate  sahb  unto  tLvm, 
Shall  I  crudfy  your  King?  The  chief 
priests  answered.  We  have  no  king  but 
Caesar,"  John  19:15  (KJV). 

Do  you  really  understand  what  just 
happened  here?  God's  High  Priestl¬ 
ing,  "We  have  no  king  but  Caesar."  The 
Devd  had  a  great  vMory  in  the  High 
Priest's  blaspbemoua  oudmisL  Pilate 
crumlte  in  fear  under  die  pressure  and 
allows  the  crudfixloa  for  die  felse  crime 
of  violent  tevotatfonagaihst  Rome.  See 
the  posting  of  die  legal  proclamation  in 

John  19:19. 

Jesus  explains  this  victory  and  His 
kingdom  to  os  when  he  answers  Pilate: 
'My  kiiwitom  is  not  of  this  world:  if 
my  kii^aom  were  of  this  world,  then 
would  my  servants  fight,  that  I  idiould 
not  be  delivered ... 

"Thou  sayest  that  I  am  a  king.  To  this 
end  was  I  bm,  and  for  this  cause  came 
I  into  the  winid,  that  I  should  bear  wit¬ 
ness  unto  the  truth.  Every  one  that  is 
of  the  truth  beareth  my  voice,"  John 
18:36-37  (KJV). 

Hicks  is  a  member  0/  Brandon 
CJiurch,  Brandon. 


What  About  People  WhoVe  Never  Heard  About  Jesus?  •  Romans  1 : 16-25 

The  human  race  benui  with  God,  the  who  God  was,  they  didrrt  man  is  his  own  »d,  m 

vvmmtrw  saMmHtMT  ■  iin^hlfifiMfnf  A/luB  God. ucithiBr wire tber tfaankfw to  _ _ •  asrmJ  sliiD  and  scrve  nUDwlf 


The  human  race  bew  with  God,  the 
Cimtor,  creating  ana  bieasing  Adam 
and  Eve  with  Hw  knowle^,  ?«««* 
and  provisioii.  They  knew  God,  out  mey 
turriM  from  the  tnith  and  embraced  a 
Be,  thus  r^eedng  Him.  For  die  human 

race,  it  was  the  onset  of  a  dowmsard  spi¬ 
ral  diat  has  contfoued  its  deadly  course 
as  mankind  has  attempted  to  suppress 

thetradi.  “Every  truth  revealed  to  man 

by  God  has  beim  fought  against,  dtee- 
garded,  and  ddibora^r  obscured  (I^ 
vid  Guzik).  Because  of  this,  the  wradi 
of  God  is  reveided  from  heaven  agaiiM 
aD  ungodliness  ami  unrighteousnew  of 
atsiiMore  than  all  die  perils  combined 
feeing  our  sociefy,  diere  is  no  greaw 
peril  feeing  the  numan  race  than  the 
wrath  of  God.  The  wrath  of  G^  is  not 
like  human  anger  that  comes  from  sen 
and  ih  emotioiis,  W  the  wrath  of  9®® 
is  ligSfsous  just  as  He  is.  Andrew  Mnr- 
ny  said,  "Wrath  is  the  holy  revulsiOT 
cf  God’s  being  against  diat  vhich  is  the 
contradiction  ofHis  hohnees." 

Paul  dedared  in  Romans  i  that  mu- 

kiiid  was  without  excuse  in  no*  believing 
inGodL  Paulpotated  out  that  in  creation 
God’s  efernar  power  and  Godhead  co^ 

be  aean,  proof  of  God's  wisdom  to  pto 
for  creation  and  the  power  to  spey  it 
into  Evm  wfaen  men  miimq 


vriio  God  was,  they  didn’t  Him  as 

God,  neHher  were  they  tbuikfiil  to  Him. 
In  response  to  God's  revelatimi  through 
creatfon,  man  hardened  his  heart 
God.  He  did  not  want  to  know 
ofadmowtedge  God  or  be  hdd  account¬ 
able  by  Him.  Man  freely  used  and  «i- 


Paul  said  diat  the  worid,  vdiaai  di« 

iejactedGod.becamevainintbeirinuM- 
natioas  and  their  foolish  heart  was  dark¬ 
ened.  Wierriiie  said  that  roan,  the  wm^ 
shipper,  became  roan  the  philosoMM, 
but  his  empty  wisdom  only  revealed  his 
foofisbnesB.  Seddi«  something  to  w«^ 

ship  instead  of  God;  man  exefa^^  the 


IMMies  for  Life 

Patsy  Foster 


Charles  Spurgeon  said,  1  cannot 
say  any¬ 
thing  much 
worse  of  a 

man  than  .  . 

that  he  is  fr 

not  thank-  WpWWB*  » 

ftd  to  those  Patsy  Fast 

v^^  hM  .JgF, 

tors;  and  ,  ' 

say  thathe  is  not  thankful  to  God,  you 

h^  said  about  the  ivorst  thiMyou^ 
sayofhim.  But  when  you  glorify  God  as 

Got  and  are  thankful  for  everything- 

wben  you  can  take  up  a  bit  of  b^  ^ 

a  cup  of  cold  water,  and  say  vrftt  tlw 

pom  Puritan. -What,  all  this,  and  Christ 

too?"  -  then  are  you  happy,  and  you 
make  others  happy." 


iWe  man,  and  to  birds,  and  to  four  toot¬ 
ed  beasts, 
and  cre^ 
fog  things. 
T  B  e  n  , 
mankind 
stooped 
further 

/into  im¬ 
morality 

^  Sd.'S 

ies  in  ways 

they  were  not  created  to  be  used,  thus 
their  Creetor  even  inofc. 
Paul  declared  that  God  gave  them  up  to 
undeanness  through  die  lu^  of  Aot 
own  hearts,  to  diihonor  their  own  bod¬ 
ies  between  themadves.  ,  .  ... 

•We  reach  the  diuiax  of  man  s  battle 
with  God's  truth  when  man  exdianges 
the  truth  of  God  for  The  Be’  and  aban- 


dnm  tm*  uuufottosfy.  "Ihe^  la  dial 

mmn  |g  his  {/WU  Jpod,  Vnd  fac  IPOUld 

ship  and  serve  fiiinself  and  oot  the 
star"  (WieisWe).  It's  the  srnne  thfo 
Satan  uied  in  the  Garden  of  Eden-to  lead 

^*SfoS^od  has  sent  His  Son  into  the 
world  to  be  the  sacriBee  for  our  sins,  we 
can  know  the  truth  and  Hto  name  is  Je¬ 
sus.  His  iiath  was  one  of  suffering  sno^ 


sin  snd  death  and  rose  sgsfo,  sD  beesum 

of  love  for  sinful  humanity.  T^spostle 

Paul  was  s  grateful  redi^t  of  thsttove. 
He  knew  the  transforming  jxiw  of  ^ 

Gospel  and  wasnT  sshsmed  of  it.  He 
tivSTTo  share  ft  with  others.  So  should 
we.  Not  everyone  has  heard  the  Good 
News  of  Jesus.  We  as  Christ’s  smbsssa- 
dors,  representiiig  His  kingdom, 

be  slert  for  every  opportunity  God  pyes 

us  for  sharing  Him  with  others.  Paul 
wrote  in  Romans  10:19  (NLT)  ‘But  how 
they  <m  him  to  save  them  unless 
they  IwSieve  in  him?  And  how  can  they 

believe  in  him  if  they  have  never  heard 
shout  him?  And  how  can  they  hear  shout 

him  unlM  someone  tells  thm?" 

Poster  is  a  member  (^Murphy  Creek 
Clutrdt,  LouisviUe. 


HELMS 

coal,  from  p.2 

■  dortfy  God  alome. 
Pride  is  an  easy  trap  to  fall 
into  when  peo^  norice  that 
God  has  answered  opr  prayer, 
but  "pride  goeth  before...  a 
feD”  (Proverbs  16:18  KJV).  We 
vriD  be  wise  and  obedient  if  we 


defiect  that  glory  and  praise 
back  to  God.  He  is  the  One 
who  initistes  prayer,  empov^ 
ers  and  equips  us  to  pray,  sad 

answen  our  prayers. 

God  warns  us  to  Isaiah 
42:8,  "I  am  the  Lord,  that  U 
My  name;  I  will  not  give  My 
gjoty  to  another."  Jesus  also 
teaches  ns  in  the  Sermon  on 


the  Mount  in  Matthew  5:16, 
"Let  your  light  shine  before 
men  in  such  a  way  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  who 
is  in  Heaven." 

In  agreement  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding  csacntials,  the  attitude 
of  our  heart  is  important  to 


God.  1  Samuel  16:7  reminds 
us  "God  sees  not  as  man  sees, 
(or  man  looks  at  the  outward 
appearance,  but  the  Lord 
looks  at  the  heart." 

When  our  heart  is  pure 
and  our  desire  is  to  bring  glo¬ 
ry  to  God  alone,  our  prayers 
will  be  effective  and  will  truly 
accomplish  much. 


Heims  served  from  2000-10 
as  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  prayer  coordinator 
for  the  North  American  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.  She  is  the  author 
^  Prayer  sot.  What  Every 
Intercessor  Needs  to  Know. 
Att  Scripture  quotations  ars 
NASB,  unless  otheruriu  not¬ 
ed.  Courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


THb Baptist Rbcoro  Janttary 30,2014 


HtJKC: 


Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

EJ^  Janiury  The  Bapiut  Ckihkca’i 
ViUa^  evaliuiM  the  cash  nftt  re¬ 
ceived  from  cfatircbe*  duniw  the 
pteviw  twelve  moothi.  la  this  ^ahu- 
cuMomaiy  to  publiah 
“*  top  Mistiatipp,  Baptitt  cburehes  ia 
deacwling  order  of  designated  cash  gifts 
This  does  not  include  non-cash  gift  ^ms 
"*■  ‘•to*  niany  lurches  , 

contribute.  This  analysis  has  become  J 
know  as  the  “Honor  Roll  of  Churches^  0 
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So.  Baptists  put  finishing  touches  on  Sochi  outreach 


>t  SOCM.  IliiMto  (Bf  «Ml  tooal  ivpom) 

'  -  WIB  Bapdtts  h«we  •  witxMM  ^ 
Winw  CMjrmpics  to  Ru»ta?  VTiU  Sp- 

cU  be  Mife  from  temdato  <ia^  dM 

■uhm?  What  odier  iatMe  ooald  anee? 

Itare  Iia  Hooka,  one  of  the  Interna' 

tioaallfiaaionBoardrpfBImatoatrat' 
caiam  for  the  Soohi  Ofympica  who  waa 
ilao  tovohmd  to  ontreech  at  the  aoto 
Winter  Oiympica  to  Vancoorcr,  BiitM 
CahmMa,  Canada,  apoke  to  ^  <|tie^ 
tiona  to  an  tototview  abotit  thM  adnter  I 
Ppb.  T'SS  Bamea. 

Hooka  ia  the  entb^eaSneUtr 
of  Biwe  Sochi,  the  Dfra  initiative 
foenZgbotfa  on  church  ptantinn  to 
toe  Mtoiter  Olvmpica  boM  dtf  ano  on 
ontwnch  to  CMympIc  compcnlon  and 
nietli  froB  dirovoKMit  dw  wond. 

the  dty  of  So^  one  of  the  few  re- 
aoctareaaandwarV'WaterpartatoKna- 

aia,  haa  a  population  of  abont  420,500 
(2010  Ceneoa).  The  dty  ia  about  70X 
Ifiierian  20X  Armenian,  and  a  little 
over  two  per  cent  endi  Georsian  and 
Ukrainian.  Some  l  eaeardi  aoureea  Uat 
toe  city  aa  bein(  aa  much  aa  9SX  Onia- 
tian,  with  a  atrong  Octhodoa  praaence. 

Sn<^  home  to  Nobei  Pilae  laure¬ 
ate  Andre  Geim,  a  Rnaaian  phyaudat, 
will  boat  the  Paralympica  latfr 
tiita  year  and  the  2018  World  Cup  aoe- 
cer  oompetitioo. 

Qt  Where  did  yon  (et  toe  idea  for 
Engafe  Sodii? 

Hookai  For  whatever  reaaon,  may- 
,  beitwaatbetiinedifiereaoe,itwaalate 
^  at  ni(ht,  we  CMarc  and  hie  wife  Xellye] 
*  were  sitting  on  toe  bad  and  I  just  re- 

— Ion— 


kioktog  at  Kdlye  and  aaying.  I 
don't  know  bow,  wfay  or  whatever  but 
we’re  going  to  be  involved  in  that 

^  Qi  What  did  you  iearn  from  the  Van- 
''  ootnerOiympicatoatappliea  to  Sochi? 

Hooknt  Aa  vie  came  away  from 
Vanooueer,  we  started  aaytog,  we  as 
toe  IMB,  our  oonoentmtian.  our  focus, 
ia  on  church  piantinn  and  whDe  mass 
seed  towing  ta  gooa  and  toould  be 
dona,  toerea  more  to  reecbtog  people 
wito  toe  Goapel  than  just  givton  thra 
the  Gospel  and  walkiag  avray.  fo,  we 
wanted  to  create  anni^lM  that  as 
peqpie  came  into  contact  with  the  Goa- 
pd,  toat  toey  MNe  tondied  for  a  ioog 
period  of  tone. 

Qi  What  ia  Engace  Sochi? 


■iKi 


■SK 


rSADY  FOH  GAfWCT  —  Mare  Ira  Hooks,  co-director  of  Engeoe  Sochi,  raeta  on  one  of  the  mar^  landmarks  that  point 

the  way  to  Sochi  In  Rueaia  before  the  Feb.  7  start  of  the  Wimor  Oiympfcs  In  the  BietoSea^  ^  n^toeCnur^ 

Mountains.  Hooks  and  hia  ministrv  co-workara  are  lesdinfl  a  focus  on  outreedi  and  church  pistnng  in  Cptni  aa  piart  ot 
fmr*  «*n*****'  outreach  for  the  Winmr  Otympice.  (BP  file  photo) 

people  coming  and  woridng  wito  our  safest  Olympics  to  history  and  at.,  while 
church  pbmtera  to  Sodii,  to  wtotor  and  there  have  been  threats  made  and  have 
to  summer.  In  the  winter  they  ue  do-  been  otoer  threats  tost  have  been  w- 

ried  out,  I  really  and  tnily  beUeve  that 
from  Janoaiy  through  Ifatefay-Sodu, 

RuMia,  is  probably  niiim  to  be  one  of 
the  safM  eitiea  on  the  planet. 


tog  ministry  to  tte  mountotos  at  the 
rid  resorts  and  that  kind  of  thing,  and 
hr  ton  summer  they’re  doing  Deecfa 
leaeit  mtabaiiy  and  miniairy  to  the  city. 
So  aa  our  frieniit  come  to  toase  next 
couple  of  weeks,  it’e  Jnst  another  pbaae 
of  building  Chriet’s  dratrii  to  SormL 

Qi  Whet  aort  of  traintog  has  been 
givea  to  tooae  coining? 


Qi  How  petewriiBy  diaruFUve  will 
Ruaaie’e  poenleh  on  homoeenWity  be? 

Hoolmi  There  will  be  pe>^  who 
try  to  make  this  an  iaaoa,  towe  will 
ba  people  going  to  the  gameaifor  that 
[reeaoaL  but  the  last  repocia  tost  we’ve 
heard,  danonstratiaaa  will  ba  aOowed. 
DeoKMMtrations  over  differaht  iasnea, 
this  bci^  one  of  them,  wiB  be  allowed 
to  the  cHy  but  they  wfll  only  he  aBowed 
to  certain  deeigiuited  areas  aad  people 
who  are  oomtog  to  drmonatritr  moat 

have  permits  to  do  ao,  and  that  Uhd  of 

»*-  «  -  -- 


Qi  What  are  the  plans  for  follow- 
tog  up  with  people  who  reqmnd  to 
Sgo^7 

Hwokai  We  want  everybody  toat  we 
cometotoeoatactwMitoliavetlieop- 
portnaity  to  continnc  toe  coovrraatioiis 
that  were  started  to  Sodd.  Scl  regard- 
lem  of  where  that  peraon  is  from,  we 
want  to  connect  them  with  a  believer  to 
tbrir  area  who  can  make  a  lelationaliip 
wito  that  petaon  and  eonttooe  to  apeak 
wito  them  about  waasa  of  foMh. 


Qt  Whnt  city  to  the  U.S.  is  Sochi 
Uke? 


Qt  Are  you 

ylamaa? 


rity 


fteokai  I  would 
*fii|^itenad.*  I 
cemed.  It’e  a 


frightened  of  the  seeu- 


the  word. 


Qt  What  has  gone  on  to  Sochi  to 
prepamtoio  far  tfaoaa  coming? 


Hooknt  It  would  have  to  Be  some 
place  to  California.  Soriii  b  coiridnred 
the  ’longest  city  ia  Barope.*  Ifs  about 
90  mUes  long  and  it  wraps  rioag  toe 
coast  of  the  Blacfc  Sea  botui  piaoen  it’e 
only  a  mile  wide  and  —  toe  other  totog 
—  m  can  Uterally  stand  OB  the  beach 
wito  the  Blarit  Sea  to  yoiir  back  and  lee 
Boow-covered  moeatalns  right  there. 

Qt  What  wcuid  yon  want  as  your 
bo^and-ptay-fbr  result  for  Bi^age 
Sodd?  :  p 


it^t  It  would  ^  diat  moltltndes 
of  cbnrobee  are  planted  eronnd  the 
globe  as  a  reanlt  of  thie  and  that  the 
people  who  come  to  toe  Sochi  (Mym- 
pica  win  be  connected  with  a  church 
planter,  rttardleea  of  where  toey’re 
from.  So,  mat’s  the  home  run  for  ea: 
that  new  ebnrebea  would  be  planted  to 
SocM  and  beyrnd 

Qt  How  can  we  iodnde  toe  Sodd 
(MjmpiGa  to  our  daBy  pcayers? 

Hookai  Wa  want  to  pray  for  aB  of 
our  frfenda  who  wBl  be  m  Sodii  dur¬ 
ing  the  gamec  and  wa  want  to  pray 
that  they  are  able  to  do  toe  thtoga  that 
they  are  tfaerc  to  do,  that  tocy  have 
more  than  jnat  a  pleasurable  Olym¬ 
pic  eanerience,  that  they  are  able  to 
•haraoie  Gonid  and  to  reach  people, 
and  connect  them  to  a  drarch  plannng 
network.  That’s  number  ooc. 

Number  two,  you  cab  aaonitor  # 
Eagage.Sttdd  Twittag  Bceount,  and 
through  this  we  wfll  be  ooiiig  Uj^tea 
and  newt  for  dailyprayer  requmta. 

Pngr  for  our  Engage  Sc^i  staff 
wbo  are  reepontiblt  for  the  median- 
ica  of  this  whole  project,  makiag  sure 
people  are  where  they  need  to  be  when 
toqr  need  to  be  there,  and  are  aafe  to 
dotog  so.  [Fngr]  for  open  heerts  and 
recmttivity,  thm  God  would  draw  to 
oa  the  people  that  wa’re  sappoaed  to 
talk  to. 

EDTTOM’S  ftOTB;  For  more  tnfor- 
mation  on  Southern  Bnptiitt'  marts 
concemtnp  the  WiMtr  OlsmiMcs  in 
SocU,  visit  commftefoRatories.cony' 
soM-winter-olumpiee.  The  site  will 
be  updated  wim  atorica,  photos,  vid¬ 
eos,  prmer  requests,  and  more  dur¬ 
ing  me  Feb.  7-25  pomes. 
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